Predictably, English plays a significant role as a medium of international communication in many of the chapters in this text, and if any criticism were to be offered, it might point in the direction of a need for greater attention to other languages and related cultural patterns. In response, however, it is important to recognize that the collection does offer enlightening insights into the teaching of German in various Eastern European and Asian (mainly Chinese) university contexts (chapter 9), the use of French by international university students in that country (chapter 10), and the learning of Mandarin Chinese by Anglophone university students (chapter 11). Moreover, one of the most interesting studies in the book (chapter 3) presents a fascinating analysis of the multiple educational heritages in Denmark, where a more lecture-style (German) and a more interactional (Danish) tradition coexist and to some extent compete: university students' responses to this complexity interestingly reveal a general tendency for Danish participants to prefer the more unidirectional, lecture-focused model, whereas international students either from Europe or Asia often favor the admixture of a more egalitarian, group-discussion element. Above all, as the authors note, the richness of such intercultural debate can in a broader sense help us "begin to understand the origin of commonly and firmly held pedagogical beliefs and also see and understand trends which go against those values" (p. 73).
In all, Researching Intercultural Learning: Investigations in Language and Education should appeal to readers of the TESL Canada Journal who are interested in the experience of diverse learners in Canadian programs (and the illuminating opportunities for their mainstream counterparts too), in variations on intercultural patterns of discourse both in and outside the classroom, or in resources to assist themselves or their students when preparing for intercultural endeavors at home or abroad.
